National Moth Night.

It was cold, sometimes very cold, windy and if you were very unlucky a bit damp.
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I was at a site called Vernditch Chase, right next to Martin Down in Wiltshire, high up on the plain in mixed woodland run by the Forestry Commission. I was running two 125 MV trap and my 125 MV lamp above a sheet.  I also had John Heath’s Original Number two Heath actinic trap.  In the MV traps were 3 Great Prominent and a number of Nut-tree Tussock, a Lunar Marbled Brown and an almost totally black Waved Umber (re. Skinner’s called fuscaria).  On the sheet 18 species came to light over the best being more Great Prominent and a wonderful Light Brocade.  All the above were a little exposed. The little heath trap got 13 species including C. syringella, the rest being common.

In Dorset I ran 12 traps the details of which are to follow: 
 

On a small remnant of an ancient woodland site with an 800 year old hedge bank called Hatchards Copse which comes under the control of the Moors Valley Reserves.  It is totally untrapped to my knowledge, but came up trumps, came up with Square Spot, Wormwood Pug, May Highflyers in pristine condition and best of all a Little Thorn. With the two actinic traps I had 15 species. I am told that the latter is a very good record for Dorset.
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In Hurn forest which is all Forestry Commission the area is mainly heath and pine with some mixed woodland with water meadows to the south.  In the five actinic traps the list totalled 18 species the best being Ringed carpets, Square Spot and the Birch Mochas were wonderful.
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I ran two traps at the Stour Valley nature reserve getting nine species  the best being Depressaria ultimella, which is under-recorded in Dorset.  Finally at my house in Culford Close Bournemouth I got only three moths - all Shuttle-shaped Darts. However I also got loads of Cockchafers/May bugs which at least pleased my chickens. They love them.
 

All in all cold and very windy, but a total moths of 39 species for the night. Some very good so all in all not too bad a night from 16 traps.

David Evans
