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Welcome!

Thisinformal update is sent to all members
registered on the originalist as held by
Gordon Hopkingnd forwarded to meplus all

recorders whohave registered their emalil
details with me since | took over asunty

macro-moth recorder from Peter Daveyast

March 2011

If you do not wish tk receive any further
correspondence from Dorset Mosh please
email me requesting removal from the
register, contact details can be found at the
end of thisupdate

Conversely, if you know anyone who will be
interested in receiving this and any
subsequentnewsletter updatethat may be
produced please encourage them to contact
me.

There is a bias towards maengoths in this
particular update; however, micromoths
remain relevant in context.



Peter Davey by Gordon Hopkins
This article was originally posted on the
Dorset Moths websiteduring March 2011.

It was in 1994 that Peter Davey and Phil
Sterling produced the first Dorset Moth Group
newsletter. Its aim was tgather the efforts
of the small number of Dorset moth recorders
and to put their observations into a
permanent database and the number of
observers recording moths in Dorset has
increased dramatically in that timBeter and
Phil were immediately recognide as the
official County Recorders for macromoths and
micromoths respectively.

Now, after seventeen years of very hard work,
Peter has decided that, for personal reasons,
it is time to stand down and take a break.
Throughout this time he has not only becem
a repository for our records but has provided
expert advice on ideniations on numerous
occasionddis skill and knowledge are without
parallel; | can certainly say that he has been
my mentor since | first becae interested in
moths in 1996.

As well ascollecting the records he has

written annual reports for the newsletter,

culled from his report to the DNHAS as well as
regular articles in national journals. His
Gaz2iGKa 2F 52NRBRS(¢
very valuable source of information.We all
owe Peter an enormous vote of thanks for
putting Dorset moth recording on a very
sound footing and wish him every success in
the direction that his interests now take

him.We hope also that all observers will now
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Les Hill z A short in troduction
This article wasalso originally posted on the
Dorset Moths websiteduring March 2011.

This is a brief introductory note to the Dorset
moth recording community, especially for
those who are not aware of me, and having
taken over from Peter Daveyas county
macro-moth recorder.
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(nearer 50 now!)and | moved to Dorset from
Bedfordshire during November 2006 to take

up the role of Data manager for the National

Moth Recording Scheme (NMRS), a part of the
HeritageLottery-funded Moths Count project

at Butterfly Conseration.

| have been interested in moths since the mid
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macramoth recorder from 2003 to 2006, only
resignng this role to move to Dorset.
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As Data manager of theNational Moth

Recording Scheme | specified, designed and

built the NMRS from scratch, culminating in

the recent Provisional Atlas of the DK [ | NH S NJ
Moths as lead author.

| have also for the past 5 years been data
collator for the evespopular National Mdh
Night (NMN) and cavritten the annual NMN
report in Atopos magazine.

| have also cauthored a number of notes
and papers in various insect conservation
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Future n ewsletters ?

The windingup of the original Dorset Mdt
Group was attributed to a lack of response to
a requestby Gordon for pactical helpwith

LINK @1 O shenewsletter

It is highly likel that any similar request by
myself will receive the same response;
therefore the timeconsuming (and frankly
thankles3 task of producing a haretopy
newsletter isto be shelved in favour of an
electronic newsletter onlyin a PDF format



This format is easy to produgceosts nothing

to prepare and distributapart from timeand

is atask which | am happy to do as other
county recordersdo around the UK The
Adobe PDF Reader is freely available from the
Internet for download.
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It is very much appreciated thdecisionmay
upset some recalers who choose not to have
Internet accessand thus have no emaiFor
those who would like a hardcopy of this
update andany future newsletters, pleaseif
at all possiblemake arrangements with other
recordersyou know who will be willing to
print off a copy for you.
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reasonable compromise when the alternative
would be no newsletters at all.

So, if anyone has any articles of interest
guestions that would benefit being answered
in an article please consideforwarding them
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editionsin a more formal format

Dorset Admin or Vice -county?
There is some confusion in the recorgi
community generally why use the Viceunty
(VC) system. Simply,x/ Qdre static,
administrative borders can and dochange
over time By using the VE€ystem records do
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not have to be exchanged lopuntyrecorders
every time there is a change in borders. This
Aay Qi GNXz2S 6KSNB | RYAY 02c
The VC boundary is filled; the admin
boundaries & bordered black. It can be
clearly seen in Fig.lthe eastern extremityof
52NRAR S A&y it falls within MTi11 2 F
(South Hampshire)rhere are also small areas

of West Dorset that do not fall into VC9 but
are within VC8 (South Somerse@onversely,
there is an area to the extreme west of Dorset
that is VC9 but is actually in Devadmin

+/

Fig. 1 Admin and viceounty boundaries.

Using the VC system can give the impression
2T FftASYylLidA2y 2F NBO2NRS
within the same VC ashé admin countyto

Wi gtpey, feels jffily DgrRey Mot
encompasses both admin and \Borsetand

we encourage all Dorset recorders to send
their data to the county recorders
irrespective For those recorders who live
outside of the Dorset VC, youata will be
forwarded to the appropriate VC moth
FT2NJ Fdzi dzNB

Which VC am 1?

If you live close to the Dorsetdministrative
border or live in Dorset but believe you may
be outside the VC, please contaweand Iwill

be delighted toadvise youwhich VC you fall
within.



Grey Shouldeknot (Lithophane ornitopus)
and VYellow Horned (Achlya flavicornis)
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Dorset macro-moth dataset

The master copy of theDorset macromoth
dataset is managed by the Dorset
Environmental Records Centre (DERC)This
datasetis currently valid to 2008(soon to be
valid to 2010)and was compiled anderified

by Peter Davey over many years and

presented to Abon Stewart of DER@uring
late 2009. Alison theexpertly imported all of
the data into Recorder 6lhe dadaset consists

Fig. 2 shows theprovisionalspecies richness
within the Dorset administrative boundaries
based on theDERGnaster dataset

Fig. 2. Macromoth Species Richness 2km
2008.

From the map it cabe seen that the majority

of Dorset is very much undeecorded with

large areas where only up to 100 species are
recorded It can also be seen where intense
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gardens or immigrant hespots.

Fig. 3 depicts the provisional number of
species per 10km square within the Dorset
administrative boundariebased on theDERC
master dataset

of around 500,000 records, historical and
modern. | will shortly hold a working copy of
this database locally in MapMage

DERC forwarded the dataset to the National
Moth Recording Schem@MRSY¥or inclusion
in the recenly publishedProvisonal Atlas of
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Fig. 3 Macromoth Species per 10km square
to 2008
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