Autumn Leaves
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2009 The Season So Far

The present writer has been rather out of the loopesduly so if | have missed
something significant while scanning through the reports, pojogies. It has been
good to see some new names contributing to the websitel@arly some of you new

to mothing as well. My overall impression is thahdts been a fairly unremarkable
year, certainly in terms of migrants, with, for exaegust a handful of Convolvulus
Hawkmoths mainly at coastal sites and even fewer Bedd&traws. Certainly the
moths were eclipsed by the enormous invasion of Paintdte$,awhich began on

May 24" if you missed it you had to have been locked indoorbecame aware of

this event while conducting a B.T.O. survey near Sturminsewton and was quite
distracted from my main task by the sheer numbers ottmdmoding by. Later a

five minute point count at Fifehead Neville gave 92 buiesfpassing, though this
was somewhat exaggerated by the nature of the terraineprdting the process at
three points in more open areas gave an average of &snser five minutes. |

believe | was told later that an estimated 10,000,000 wem inad passed through
the county.

Anyway let’s return to insects without clubbed antennaetartie beginning of the
year. For a change we had a ‘proper’ winter with timudey mean temperature one
degree centigrade lower than the long term average, tenitldays more frost than
normal and, heavens above, snow! Not surprisingly, rtepeere very thin on the
ground, with just three dates in January, and it was ndtRetiruary 15 that more
observations were reported to the DMG website. Allubeal early season culprits
put in an appearance — Grey Shoulder-knot figuring quite memtly among the
more regular Orthosia sps..



March was the second sunniest on record and April the tamnest, as well as
being markedly drier than average, not dissimilar to 200@Hare was not to be a
repeat of that year’s early emergences. In fact Maeems to have been a rather
qguiet month with no records in the first ten days. IRod Bird Observatory, hereafter
PBO, recorded the first migrant, a Dark Sword-grassherif" and the first Silver Y
on the 2. Among the residents a Small Eggar was trapped at Wartes Stickland
on thel2th and a Dotted Chestnut put in an appearance iddtE on the 2%.
Quite the most extraordinary record of the month thouggsdo the Barred Tooth-
striped at Shaggs on the™5 This was a good thirty or so miles from its only know
breeding site on the chalk in the north of the couatwas it an immigrant, or is there
a local source of wild privet, or is it breeding on thh Hgere — something it is not
believed to do in Dorset? Perhaps Peter will shed dgyieon this in next year’s
macro report. Searches by torchlight on th8 8@ind 10 of the insects at its breeding
site along with a number of others of interest incigdd Mottled Grey.

The month of April again started slowly with few repdstsng received and little of
real note on the migrant front. Sor

dispersal was noted on the™when

2 Blossom Underwings turned up

sites far from their breeding area *
One of these is the Alner's Gor:

area where 4 were trapped on | «
24" along with a Dingy Mocha. .
Other residents to catch the eye w:
3 Marbled Pugs at Powerstock [
the 8" ; the finding of a Fox Moth
larva at Hod Hill on the ™.and the

report of a Northern Drab a
Okeford Fitzpaine on thel7tl
Powerstock again produced t-
goods on the 19 when a Broac

Bordered Bee Hawkmoth wal

recorded and at the end of the mo " S t ; o W,
a Pinion-spotted Pug was caught | L “
Shapwick.

Blossom Underwing

After what is frequently a rather © Paul Butter

quiet month, reports to the

website exploded in May with a plethora of species besegrded. Weather-wise it
was again drier than average, which after some of thegirex Mays was good for
insects and birds alike. The start of the month sawd@®én recorded at Broadwey
on the 2° and Small Seraphim at Verwood on tie 6Holt Heath was visited on two
occasions each time producing a good range of interestitigsmdn the 8 there
were 3 Grey Birch, 2 Dingy and 6 Birch Mocha as welbaSquare Spot while the
20" produced 3 Cream Wave, 5 Little Thorn and 2 Pale Oak Bsaufilsewhere in
the county White-point, which | believe | am right imitmg is now an established
breeder at certain coastal locations, was reportézhikerell on the 12, with the
comment that this was two weeks ahead of its previoliestadate — one of a very
few such comments throughout the year. Migrants warmgely notable by their
absence until the avhen PBO recorded 31 Diamond Back and 3 Silver Y.



The year’s first real rarity was taken at Burton oa #4" with a second record of
Syncopacma polychromellanuch prettier than it actually sounds! Visiting mosher
from Somerset had a good night at Merritown Heath nean kith a list that
included Fox moth, Small Grass Emerald, Sloe Pug and 30erL&ssble-bar. The
30" saw the first first of the year, a Rannoch Looper ightliffe. Two more were
subsequently trapped on thelst June at PBO and off thieE&st Lulworth. In all 25
were recorded across southern England and had probatihateid in the Alps. A%
was found on the 30of June at Tolpuddle.

June, like May, was sunnier than average and mean temn@atere a degree
higher than the long-term average but despite this it Séerave been a fairly quiet
month for moths. At the start of the month repoftsmyer's Pug, Cream-bordered
Green Pea, 2 Dark Spectacle and Grass Rivulet on“timaBned the attention but
after that there were few reports and little of reate. Hummingbird Hawkmoth was
recorded at PBO on thd'@&nd 18" and there was a flurry of migrant activity around
the solstice with the highlight being Dorset'’® Foadflax Brocade taken near
Durleston on the 28 a Bordered Straw was recorded the same night at Chiickere
The following day 3strinia nubialiswere trapped at Shapwick and on th&’ZBO
experienced an influx of 13%ortrix viridana accompanied by the first Portland
record of the Spruce feedidgsara terebrella A Convolvulus Hawkmoth was there
on the 2%. One recorder at Broadwey had a red letter night er2ffi recording 3
new species: White Satin, Portland Ribbon Wave and Bidrsy.

And then the monsoon arrived, sorry, | mean July airased the damned jet stream
collapsed for the third year running bringing a continuous ssawe of depressions
across the country and making trapping at exposed sitessiif@s Unsurprisingly,
though there were reports each day, only a small éracti the moths expected at this
time of year were recorded. Typical comments wenethe 27" ‘At Chickerell, a
catch notable for being the poorest since late May’‘Ahdridport, a Brimstone, 2
Willow Beauty, a Common Footman’ and this at a time edrywhen at most sites
100 Common Footman is almost normal. A further indicatf the poor weather is
reflected in the fact that two of the more intemggtiecords were of larvae. On tHe 5
12 Buttoned Snout Larvae were found

at Iford and on the final day a Geci %

Moth larva was discovered ¢
Brownsea.

Among the adults, Shoulder-strip:Eas
Clover was a notable find on a & &
Dorset heathland, 2 larvae bei iz
subsequently found, the first recci
since 2000. The 15saw a brie
period of immigration at PBO whic ¢
included Palpita vitrealis and a§
Bedstraw Hawkmoth but a week lait

! : e- ‘
reports from there were talking of & ok T A
return to low levels. However on the Shoulder-striped Clover
22" the rare migranEvergistis limbata © Mark Parsons/Butterfly Conservation

was trapped at Shaggs and on the final day the seconddiNihMoth of the year
was at Shapwick.



August was, mercifully, drier though still unsettled andgidyi After only four 28
century records one of the undoubted highlights of thewaa the capture of a Light
Crimson Underwing in the east of the county on the Historically thought to have
bred in the county the insect has contracted its rangstill has a stronghold, which
is perhaps too strong a word, in the New Forest. Aispdahat has moved in the
other direction i.e. expanded its range is Jersey H®gdrcounts of 15 and 13 mid-
month demonstrate how well it is doing along the co&tannel Island Pug is also
expanding its range and is now believed to be resideng alee coast, one being
found at Abbotsbury on the 20 Migrants included Striped Hawkmoth at Dorchester
on the §' and Walditch on the19th; another Ni Moth at Wyke Regishe 13" Small
Marbled at PBO on18th and the following night a Webb’s Waing@s at Durlston.
The 229 saw the second major rarity of the year when GBeitdin’s second record
of Dusky Scalloped Oak was caught at West Bexington.owoif a False Mocha at
Burton on the 28 the month ended fairly quietly with the first Clifden Nuaneil at
Studland on the 29being the exception.

September, a gloriously settled month, saw three r@difden Nonpareil recorded
between the 16and 19" at Affpuddle and Merley. The first site is close tst lgear’s
records and may give further weight to the suspiciohttifemoth is now resident in
certain parts of the county. Among the
definite residents the capture of
Feathered Gothic at Beaminster on the
5" was a good record of a drastically
declined moth. A second brood
example of Privet Hawkmoth was
reported on the 18 and at Corfe
Castle on the 18 there were a
| remarkable 7 late brood Light
| Emeralds. The largely anticyclonic
condition did little to aid immigration
though the % saw PBO’s % Silver-
striped Hawkmoth and a Scarce
.| Bordered Straw was at Broadwey the
same day. Finally on the™9an
Anomalous was at Shaggs - and
nowhere else but in a DMG newsletter
would that statement make any sense!

Feathered Gothic
© Paul Butter

Paul Benham



My Patch — Gillingham

The view from the garden across the valley of the Riverusto Duncliffe Hill..

It is almost fifteen years since | was first introdddo moths by a work colleague
prompting me to make my first moth trap from a selectbmarts from old street
lamps and | have been trapping in my garden on the wesdlgenof Gillingham ever
since. As well as the spreading of urban development drthenplot it has suffered
from a lack of gardening attention and, as it seems, theoachment of the wild
countryside over the garden hedge. Although my interasbiins goes back only 15
years | have lived in the house for 31 years so have hatymétime to allow the
garden to become neglected and seen many changes in thenl@icanment in that
time.

The garden occupies an area of one fifth of an addhansoil here is heavy clay. To
the north west is a road, on the south west and m@aghare adjacent properties with
gardens, so now the only open aspect left is to thir smst, which looks across open
fields. In the distance are Shaftesbury, Melbury BeacwhDuncliffe Hill. This latter
landmark has the nearest bracken and so is probablyotineesof the numbers of
Brown Silver-lines which | have caught in recent years.

Outside the garden the area is one of monoculturesfiefitis mostly devoted to grass
either for livestock, mostly sheep and occasionallylesabr used for regular silage
and hay crops. Hedgerows abound mainly Hawthorn and Blackthbich account
for many of the moth species encountered and are whellewy Shell is seen
frequently during the summer months in daytime.



The moth trap which | run on a
nightly basis has gone through
several evolutions, but could be
called a “Hoover Trap” as it is
made from the drum of an old
washing machine. The light source
is a conventional 125 watt mercury
vapour lamp which is clearly
visible at night from across the
valley at Duncliffe, a distance of
five kilometres. It is sited close to
a large Bay tree underneath a vast
ancient Bramley apple tree (which
explains the regular occurrence of
Epiphyas postvittana in  good
The “Hoover Trap”. numbers throughout the year).

The Bay tree has the added function of shielding the figin the neighbours on one
side while this is taken care of by a thlokicera hedge on the other side. Sadly the
ribbon development of the town has resulted in an eoosmncrease in light
pollution with the installation of street lights and wety lights which are run all
night (and daytime for that matter) by paranoid neighbofithough not directly
visible being over the brow of the hill there is a readevelopment in the form of an
equestrian centre which has a floodlit open air areichms not conducive to my
mothing activities. The nearest aquatic habitats are ther FStour, which is about
400 metres away
and slightly further
away, Loddon
Lakes, disused clay
pits now owned by
the local angling
club, which has
large quantities of
sallow and reeds.
These could be the
source of records
of Large Wainscot
in 1997.

Despite all this
doom and gloom
the garden has a
fairly  impressive
species list which
now stands at
almost 500 species.
Most of the common species occur in good numbers and regagging over a long
period has shown several interesting trends and chahgesmmon with most of
southern England the Garden Tiger has gone from a canspecies caught in tens

The back garden, with the ancient Bramley apple tree.



each year to a rarity (none last year). Purple Théso has shown a similar trend.
Dusky Thorn has been spectacular in it's appearancereguéar species with only
three recorded prior to 2007 and then 37 in that yearinias trend has been noted
in nearby Shaftesbury.) Also appearing in increasing numbeEyad Hawkmoth
while Straw Dot had not been recorded until 2002 and is n@erded in the
hundreds each year. The presence of large quantitiesrafing nettles and catmint
probably account for regular catchedgtausta aurataeand Small Magpie.

The fields and hedgerows round about have a large nurhipeatare Oak trees and
these must account for a large number of species céhegbt Typical species
frequently caught are Oak Hook-tip, Brindled Pug, Lunar bWt Brown, Clouded
Drab and the very beautiful Merveille du Jour.

Hawthorn, Blackthorn
and Field Maple are the
predominent hedgerow
shrubs of the area an
make this a strongholc
for Small Eggar. Webs
are regularly found in
the lanes but | have
caught the adult at light
on only one occasion
(This could be becaust
the adults are on the
wing very early in the
year, possibly before my
trap has come out of it¢
winter hibernation.)
Common species
dependant on these thre Thefront lawn showing dense screening from the lane.
food plants include

Common Emerald, Mottled Pug, Brimstone, Early ThornjloYe Tail and Grey
Dagger. Of the two Copper Underwing species, Svensson’s iagedg identified
for the first time last year while the much more camnCopper Underwing has a
habit of being found indoors, having flown in through open wivelo

Aliens and Wanderers

Despite the distance from the coast Gillingham caasba good record of immigrant
moths, notably of course, in that memorable year 2006n Thamond Back Moth
was recorded for the first time, with a total of 77ngecaught in the year. Other
immigrant species caught then were Dark Sword-grass i(3jdth (2) and Pearly
Underwing and Delicate. Pride of place has to go tdtin@ll Marbled caught on the
same night as the first of many that year in otherspzrthe country.

Silver Y is regularly caught in substantial numbers,, lsitangely, Hummingbird
Hawkmoth is hardly ever recorded by day. Other notabraigrants have been Great
Brocade (1995 and 2007), The Vestal, The Gem and both Bordeasd &hd Scarce
Bordered Straw.




The garden has also attracted its fair share of speciesally found in coastal
regions,Calamotropha paludellaThe Ear agg., Obscure Wainscot and Red Sword-
grass for example and also species outside their usushthadoich as Brown Silver-
lines, Bulrush and Large Wainscot and Pine Hawkmoth.

For three years now | have been taking part in theléaMoth Scheme and this has
increased the sense of direction in my moth trappingping regularly in my own
garden over a number of years has been very rewardingaisflying and, | am
finding very noticeable the changes that are takingeplm moth numbers and
distributions.

Gordon Hopkins
Note: | hope to make this item a regular feature of theramtnewsletter so | ask if
any of our members, particularly those who regularly semdports to Terry Box for

the DMG Website, to put finger to keyboard (or even wfig®u wish) an article on
your own garden or favourite moth trapping venue, for aifeteewsletter.

Pilsdon Pen NT Moth Survey 2009

Following on from the surveys carried for the Natiohadst at Ringmoor in 2008, a
programme of three visits was planned to Pilsdon Pemigihest point in Dorset and
a site owned by the National Trust, this year. Thesiswivere held on 17 June and
10" September; the visit planned for"22July had to be abandoned due to bad
weather.

Pilsdon Pen is a Greensand outcrop 277 metres high topped feyrthms of an Iron
Age fort. It is mostly grassland with considerable arehgorse while the lower
slopes have areas of scrub
providing some  shelter.
Trapping was carried out on
the south east side known as
Cockpit  Hill which has
extensive panoramic views
towards Lyme Bay and this
side is sheltered from the
prevailing westerly winds by
the hill itself. This part of the
hill has cover in the form of
ancient hedges along the
roadside the predominent
well established shrubs being
Sycamore, Ash and various
species of poplar, willow,
sallow and oak.




The well-established trees in the the hedgerows bogi¢he site were responsible
for the presence of July and May Highflyers, CloudeddBgrScorched Wing, Sallow
Kitten, Pale Prominent, Centre-barred Sallow and #ng &ttractive and scarce White
Satin. As might be expected in this kind of habifatleris species were well
represented withA. sparsana, hastiarendemarganadeing caught.

The more open parts of the hillside were very rich ivaaiety of grasses and
bedstraws which produced species such as Purple Bar, GrepetCFeathered
Gothic, Common and Shoulder-striped Wainscot and more gofaitlbmnal Rustic,

Antler Moth and Hedge Rustic. A small patch of sedge idamp area near the
summit of the hill came up trumps with a single Smalingeot.

Although not abundant in the area in which we trapped qibgs of the site had
extensive areas of Bracken, home to Brown Silver-liBespm Moth (of which both

adult and a larva were found) and Small-angle Shadesg wiel stars of the show,
three splendid Map-winged Swifts were caught on the Jwsite vi

A total number of 76 species were recorded over the tegises. With the extensive
outlook towards the south-east it is not surprising timamigrants were well
represented with singles &futella xylostella,Pearly Underwing, Dark Sword-grass
and Silver Y.

We are endebted to Lawrie deWhalley for securing the tiitdo trap here from the
National Trust, As part of their on-going programme ofveys we will be looking
forward to either continuing work at this site or finglia new venue in 2010.

Gordon Hopkins.

News Round-up

Moths of Dorset

Those who visit our website regularly will already deare that Peter Davey has
throughout this year been entering detailed summarietheofstatus of moths in
Dorset. This has now been completed for all Macromatid also for thByralidae

The entries for each species, grouped under families, hastatement on status,
notable records, charts showing flight periods (extrgnusieful), photographs for
most species and weather maps showing conditions likegncourage immigrants
where appropriate. Peter is to be congratulated on makisgvaluable resource
available on line prior to the publication in printed form.

Actinic Heath Trap

The considerable savings gained from electronic disribudfothe newsletter have
enabled the purchase of a 40 Watt Actinic Heath Trap bystbep. This is availble
for use by DMG members who wish to run moth trapping evenings

It is mains powered so requires the use of a generatoains supply. Generators are
becoming increasingly widespread amongst the membership sdulhopleis will



encourage some of you to run your own moth trapping evanygmne who wishes to
make use of this trap during 2010 should contact Gordon Hopkths atembership
address, who currently has custody of the trap.

AES

October is upon us and that means the annual Amateur Hotgiste' Exhibition at
Kempton Park racecourse, which this year is being helSatarday 1. October.
This is always an enjoyable event, a chance to meet fnimgls from around the
country, to stock up on equipment, browse through, and yas could afford, all the
latest books, or pick up some second-hand bargains. As walbters it also caters
for those with a passion for butterflies, spiders ardwagroups whose connection
with insects is somewhat debatable. The trade standsvdoydrisk business in set
and live specimens. Doors open at 11:00 a.m. and furthersdeiay be found at

www.amentsoc.org/events/exhibitions.html

Garden Moth Schme AGM

Looking further ahead the Garden Moth Sheme is continwiragtract new members
and will be holding its AGM on Sunday "14March. The venue has yet to be
announced but is usually in the west midlands close td/heThis is also a “must
go” date in the serious mother’s calendar and hostsemsrtaining and informative
speakers on a variety of subjects. This event is supploytddn Clifton from Anglian
Lepidopterist Supplies, who has given talks in the pastedsas bringing along a
large stock of equipment for sale. Further details sl published on the website
when they become available.

English Moth Recorders Gathering

This year, what has now become an annual event, wiliebé at The Birmingham

and Midland Institute, Birmingham, on Saturday’23anuary starting at 10.00 a.m.

This is always a very good event with many interestinglggrs and thoroughly

worth the trek north. Further details from the NMR st
http://www.mothscount.org/event/7/23/english_moth_recorderdepence. html

or from Laura Wiffen on 01929 4060009.

The Future for the Dorset Moth Group.

Three years ago in Newsletter 16 | made a very stroggest (following an
unsuccessful one in newletter 15) for assistance in pragitieinDMG newsletter and
in running the Dorset Moth Group. The first request producedcesponse and my
second request resulted in only two offers of assistandesince then Paul Benham
has been giving a lot of support in the form of writing tegwontributions and
helping with some of the editorial work. Also Terry»Bbas taken on the continuous
task of running the website which he does very ably degpiteglin a completely
different part of the country.
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The mainstay of the spring newsletter (and the reasoiisf original inception) has

been the two reports (from Peter Davey and Phil &tprlon the previous year’s

macro and micro moth records and there if often vétig kpace for anything else in
this issue. In October 2004 | produced the first autumn neesstet provide a better

service and better value for money to those who sudestwithe Group. It must not be
forgotten also that the subscription funds the websitetss@xistence is entirely

dependant on the continued viability of the Group. Theeesame recorders who
submit records to the website as well as to the cawaiyrders who do not subscribe
to the Group.

It has also been of some concern to both Paul andlinilyaethe group is very much
an autocracy, with me acting as newsletter editor, iwtaair secretary and treasurer. It
is strange that Dorset displays a unique apathy in itsdgttowards setting up a
properly structured and democratic organisation to furthermtgh recording
activities. There are precious few people in the courity seem willing to promote
our hobby, most being content to just sit back, reachévesletter and occasionally
go out with a trap or two into the countryside and lehaioody else do the work.
Look up some of the websites for other moth groups througheutountry and you
will see that they have active members, usually witktractured committee and
financial support from other organisations.

This is a plea for you to take an active part in runningGheup and to make an
active contribution. Once again | am asking you, the mesnbe come forward and
help to keep this Group by

Helping to write and disseminate the newsletter,
Going out and seeking sponsorship

Running the Group with a truly democratic committee.
Running moth trapping events

Promting links with other county moth groups

Let's hear from you!

Gordon R. Hopkins
(Editor, Secretary, Chairman, Treasurer and general DB.)

Contact details
E.mail: grhopkins99 @hotmail.com
Snail mail
Skaillrora Lodge
Common Mead Lane
Gillingham
Dorset
SP8 4RE
Tel: 01747 822577.
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Records

Time for the annual reminder to send in your moth recardfié county recorders
whose contact details are;

Macro-moths Micro-moths

Peter Davey Phil Sterling

1, New Barn Cottages 28, East Wyld Road
Park Lane Weymouth
Shapwick DT4 ORP
BLANDFORD e.mail:

DT11 9JP Tel : 01305 772844
e.mail:

Tel : 01258 857053

You are invited to send in records on Excel spreadshe¢bsuse the National Moth
Recording Scheme form, available on the DMG website. At
http://www.dorsetmothgroup.org.uk/Sub%20pages/Documents/DMG Diay@h20v1.5a.xls
Records submitted as e.mail attachments are welcome.

Whichever is used records will always go to the appropcatmty recorder for
vetting before being submitted to DERC and the Dorsatuidl History and
Archaeological Society.
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